
• Triangle Chapter Meeting is planned on 
Thursday evening, February  17, 2011 at 
Golden Corral in Cary. 

• Triangle Chapter  Chili Cook-off March 
6.  See details Page 2. 

• Make plans to attend the NC Region 
spring events listed on the calendar on 
Page 3.  Resolve to go on at least one 
tour this year.  

• See the notes and actions from the Tri-
angle Chapter January meeting. Page 4. 

• The NC Region meeting was held in 
Burlington on January 14 and 15.  Dan 
Fuccella was awarded the Dave Hinkel 
award. See Page 4 for details.  

• The Triangle Chapter Board of Directors 
met at Don and Dottie Aikin’s home on 
January 23, 2011.  See planned activities 
for 2011 and notes from the meeting on 
page 5. 

• Remembering Mike Soehnlein who 
passed away February 1, 2011.  Page 7.  

• Is your car pictured on this month’s back 
page photos?   

Triangle Chapter News Summary 

Triangle Chapter News 

February 17 Meeting at Cary Golden Corral 

The second Triangle Chapter meeting 
of the year will be held Thursday evening 
February 17, 2011 
Venue: Golden Corral. 5707 Dillard 

Drive, Cary.  
Times:  Dinner 6-7 pm, Meeting 7-7:30 

pm,  Program 7:30.  
Program:  Barry Tryon will give a pres-

entation with pictures on building his rep-
lica Cobra.   

Be sure to wear your name badges the 
night of the meeting. Come early to enjoy 
dinner and the friendly discussion. We 
hope to see you there.  
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On behalf of our entire chapter, we extend our con-
dolences to Jean Soehnlein on the recent loss of her hus-
band and our friend, Mike. As a longtime member of our 
chapter, Mike served our group in many different capaci-
ties.  Whatever the task, Mike always put forth his best 
efforts and focused on a quality outcome.  It’s a great 
example and legacy for the rest of us to strive to main-
tain. The chapter is making a memorial donation of a 
brick to the AACA Library denoting Mike’s service to 
both the N.C. Region and Triangle Chapter. 

Denny Oestreich’s “term” as newsletter editor ex-
pires with the May issue.   Denny agreed to take on this 
job with a 2 year commitment, which he has kept.  Now 
it’s time for someone else to step forward and take over 
the newsletter.  I’m sure Denny will assist anyone inter-
ested in getting started. 

As we look forward to upcoming events, the Chili 
Cook-Off will be held at the Stag Club in Raleigh.  
Thanks to Bob Safrit for arranging a site for this event.  
Other details are contained elsewhere in this edition of 
the newsletter. 

Our February meeting will be Feb. 17th.  The pro-
gram will be presented by Barry Tryon on building his 
Cobra replica.  I’m sure he encountered some challenges 
different from those some of us have faced in more tradi-
tional restorations.  (Remember your name badge, as 
Lynda Miller will again be our “Badge Police” this year. 

Don 

Triangle Chapter Officers  
President ………………………..Don Aikin (556-2302) 

Vice President  ……………...Cecil Bozarth (932-3505) 

Treasurer  . ……………………Fred Harley (233-4889) 

Ex-Officio  …………………. Chet Butcher (557-6385) 

Board of Directors (Class of 2011) 
………………………………….Ted Brooks  851-0418) 

………………………………   Jack Johnson (876-4129) 

……………………………..Bob Monkovich (662-0911) 

Board of Directors (Class of 2012) 
………………………………..Jim Aldrich   (676-3131) 

…. …...………………………... Bob Gault   (329-9196) 

…………………………………...Les Tryon (562-4660) 

2011 Committees 
Awards ……………………….Riley Reiner  (554-1158) 

Newsletter ………………..Denny Oestreich (846-8163) 

Region News Correspondent….Riley Reiner (554-1158) 
Youth Coordinator….……………………………..Open 

2011 Triangle Contacts  President’s Message 
By Don Aikin 
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Meeting Programs Wanted 

Cecil Bozarth, Triangle Chapter Vice President, has 
advertised for Chapter meeting programs  for the first six 
months of 2011.    

Rob and Barb VanDewoestine presented pictures 
from the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Club Reunion in 
January. We all enjoyed the presentation of these very 
special cars.  Imagine drag racing a Duesenberg.  

Barry Tryon has agreed give us a presentation of the 
building of his Cobra kit car project in February.   

If you have a presentation on a subject that you think 
the Triangle Chapter members would enjoy, please con-
tact  Cecil Bozarth at 932-3505.  Our programs have all 
been very interesting Powerpoint or video presentations. 
Please consider sharing your enthusiasm.   

Editor’s Notes 
By Denny Oestreich 

The danger of  having too many projects is that noth-
ing seems to get done. I have gotten my ‘57 Chevy out 
of the paint shop, but I have too many other projects to 
get on with the assembly.   

The new garage in my back yard is not completed.  
The outside is finished, but it needs electrical service.  I 
made the large special doors myself.  I designed and cut 
the material, then Merry put two coats of paint on  doors 
and I hung them on large hinges. After all that work, the 
doors have warped and will need to be reworked.  My 
list is getting longer: electrical, insulation, sheetrock, and  
now doors again.  Murphy’s Law and too many  projects. 

This month’s Newsletter has many opportunities to 
plan for your spring and early summer activities with the 
Triangle Chapter and other AACA events.  Be sure to 
read the meeting minutes for plans.   

Riley Reiner reminds us that the Triangle Chapter 
has agreed to perform two Take-A-Part T demonstra-
tions at the NC Region Spring Meet at Reidsville on 
April 16.  Please make plans to help if you can.     



Triangle Chapter 2011 Events 
February 17                   Dinner Meeting 
                                       Golden Corral at 6 pm 
March 17                       Dinner Meeting 
                                       Golden Corral at 6 pm 
April 21                         Dinner Meeting 
                                       Golden Corral at 6 pm 
May 7                            Triangle Chapter Spring 
                                        Car show.  Oak View Park 
May 19                           Dinner Meeting 
                                       Golden Corral at 6 pm 
June 16                           Dinner Meeting 
                                       Golden Corral at 6 pm 
NC Region Events         
Jan 14-15                       NC Region Meeting 
                                       Burlington, NC 
March 26                       Cape Fear Chapter Car show 
April 16                         NC Region Spring Meet 
                                       Reidsville ,Three Rivers  
                                       Chapter 
May 14                           First Capital Chapter 
                                       New Bern 
May 21                           Morehead Chapter 

                                        Morehead City, NC 
June 4                             San-Lee Chapter 
                                        Sanford, NC 
June 18                           Coastal Plains 
                                        Washington, NC 
August 6                         General Green 
                                        Greensboro, NC 
September 17                  Southeastern 
                                        Mt. Olive 
September 24                  Sandhills 
                                        Pinehurst, NC  
October 1                        New River 
                                        Jacksonville 
October 15                      NC Region Fall Meet,  
                                        Furnitureland, Spencer    
AACA National—Nearby events 
April 7-9                         SE Spring Meet  
                                        Charlotte, NC 
April 16                          NC Region Spring Meet 
                                        Reidsville Three Rivers 
Tours                            Look for future plans from  
                                       the Brass Nickel Chapter.          
May 1-4                          SE Divisional  Wilmington, NC  

Triangle Calendar 

planned and drawings are prepared.  
Preparations:  

Make your favorite chili or cornbread and bring it 
along. Desserts are also welcome.   

Directions:  
1.  From the Crabtree Valley Mall Area, go North on 

Creedmoor Rd.   
2.  At the intersection of Creedmoor and Howard Rd, 

turn left.  
3.  Go to the end of Howard Road wher it meets Ray 

Road.  
4.  Go North on Ray Road ¾ mile to the Stag Club on 

the left. 
5.  The address is 8001 Ray Road.  

Weather permitting, drive your antique car.  
Many thanks to Bob Safrit for making arrangements 

at the Stag club.  We will have parking, a kitchen for 
preparation, chairs and tables for eating and activities. 
The cost to the triangle Chapter will be about the same as 
the rental cost of the tables and chairs.  
 

Triangle Chili Cook Off  
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The Triangle Chapter’s Annual Chili Cook-off will be 
held at the Stag Club in North Raleigh this year.   

What:  21st Triangle Chapter Chili Cook-off 
Where: Stag Club in North Raleigh 
            8001 Ray Road  
Date: Sunday,  March 6, 2010 . 

Times:   
     - Arrival: 1 pm.  
     - Chili Lunch: 1:15 to 2:30 
     - Memory Box Painting:  2:30 to 3:45 pm 

- Car show trophy planning:  2:30 to 3:45 pm 
Activities:  

- Bring a crock-pot of your secret recipe chili or 
cornbread for everyone to try. You may be voted 
winner of one of the prizes for Best Chili, Hottest 
Chili, or Best Corn Bread.   

- A tradition at this event is the painting of memory 
boxes.  The memory boxes are donated to Wake 
Med.   

- As a tech session we will plan trophy building for 
the Spring Car Show. A prototype has been 



Action Items & Upcoming Events: These items need 
your response or action if you are interested.  More de-
tails are in Denny’s newsletters. 
1.  Triangle Chapter Board meeting is Sunday Jan 23.  

If you have ideas or thoughts, call Don Aikin  (556-

2302).  
2.  A date for the Chili Cook-off will be established at 

the Board meeting.  The Stag Club is one possibility 
and is where we’ve had our Christmas parties in the 
past.  The Hoffman’s have also volunteered their 
house/garage.  

3.  May 7 show - We need someone to head up the tro-
phy design and construction project for our May 
show.  Riley has done it for many years but will be 
traveling this spring so a replacement is needed.  If 
you are interested, talk to Riley (554-1158) and he 
will certainly help.  One trophy idea has been sug-
gested by Mike Petersen.  Will be discussed at this 
week’s Board meeting.  This activity needs to get 
started now.  Ideas invited.  

4.  April 30 -  Wake Forest Garden Tour is looking for a 
few cars for display in the Historic part of Wake For-
est.  Contact Dean or Les Tryon (562-4660) if you 
are interested.  

5.  May 1-4 - AACA Southeastern National Tour in 
Wilmington, NC.  Details are in the Region newslet-
ter.   Early requests are over 70 so far so if you are 
interested, get moving.   (The info card in the maga-
zine that we send in says May 3-4 but I believe it is 

in error.)  
6.  Nov 5 - joint cruise in with the NC and the VA Old Do-

minion Regions at the VIR race track in Danville VA.  
Information only:  
1. We welcomed new members to their first meeting: 
     Walter and Stephanie Ezzell who live near Garner.  

They have several Fords including 1928, 29, and two 
39’s of various models.  

     Mike and Ellen Kinsch from Raleigh has three Model 
A’s in his collection.  

2.  The attendance was approximately 45 people at the 
Cary Golden Corral.  

3. Membership is at 92 families and the treasury is at 
$4914 per Fred Harley.  A detailed report is available 
if you are interested – contact Fred (233-4889).   Key 
elements include:  

-   Income – May show & sponsors $2500, dues $900, 
Take Apart T shows $450 anonymous donation $100.    

-  Expenses – Newsletter and directory $1500, AACA 
museum donation $500 (for 4 past presidents), Christ-
mas party $300, Chili Cook-off and memory boxes 
$350.  

-  We ended the year with $104 more than we started the 
year.  

3   Don Aikin made the following acknowledgements of 
recent awards made at the Region Meeting this month:  

a. Cecil Bozarth – Fred Ross trophy  
b. Fred Harley – Herb Payne trophy  
c.  Riley Reiner – 100% submission of articles for the 

Region newsletter  
d. Triangle Chapter received a plaque for hosting the 

2010 Spring meet.  
e.  Jean Soehnlein – National AACA Master Editors 

award (her 10th)  
f.  Dan Fuccella – Dave Hinkle award  

5.  Brass Nickel – Riley Reiner reported that the new 
Board will meet next month to plan the year’s activi-
ties.   Triangle members are welcome to attend all tours 
with them.  

6.  The Region calendar is available – if you would like a 
copy, contact Don Aikin (556-31202)  

7.  John Hartley reported there is a low mileage 1977 
Cadillac Eldorado for sale in Fuquay Varina.  John has 
more details at 567-2900.  

8.  Jim Aldrich  reported on (5) Model A’s for sale near 
Burlington.  Jim is at 676-3131 for more info.  

9. Bill Werner has a friend cleaning out a garage with (8) 
1930’s-40’s carburetors.   Anyone interested?  Dean is 
exploring them with Bill.  

10. Mike Petersen is looking for a ride to Philadelphia for 
(Continued on page 6) 

Triangle Chapter Meeting Notes  
1/20/2011 
By Dean Tryon 
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The NC  Region Meeting  was held at at the Ramada 
Inn  in Burlington., NC on January 14 and 15, 2011.   
This is an annual event for NC Region members.  Over 
90 members attended.  

The meeting format was changed to a two day event 
with added activities to increase membership participa-
tion. A judging school, Judging seminars and other car 
topic were added to make an interesting agenda. Burling-
ton was chosen as a central location for the meeting.  

I attended on Saturday, driving over with Floyd Bar-
nes early in the morning.  We arrived in time to register 
and meet other Triangle Chapter participants;  Jim Al-
drich, Brian White, Don Aikin, Mike Peterson,  Fred 
Harley, Mike Peterson and Dan Fuccella.  

On Saturday was a Judging school.  Eric Marsh pre-
sented the seminar which emphasized Judging Etiquette.  
This session was a reminder of some of  the principles of 
AACA judging.  Some things that Eric emphasized 
were:  

1. A principle of showing a vehicle at a VCCA Judge 
car show is the owner should be respected as the 
expert in the restoration of their vehicle.   

2. The Judging Team Captain is the only person on 
the team who should talk to the car owner.   

3. Judge only what you can see.  One knee only judg-
ing of the under carriage and suspension.   

4. Manufacturer authorized accessories only.  The 
owner must provide factory documentation on 
questionable accessories.  

5. Point deductions are variable.  In general, if a com-
ponent is missing or not authentic it should get zero 
points. If a part is authentic but suffers from some 

rust or is not the best finish assign partial points.    
Triangle member Mike Peterson presented a Con-

tinuing Judging Education (CJE) seminar explaining the 
process for registration of Second Generation Collector 
Vehicles (SGCV). Mike is Chairman of the AACA com-
mittee that supports the process for registering these ve-
hicles.  Once acknowledged, SGCV vehicles can be ex-
hibited on the field at a judged AACA show.  SGCV ve-
hicles are not kit cars, but vehicles with more that 50 ve-
hicles manufactured.  Authenticated vehicles include 
Shay, Excalibur and a second generation Duesenburg. 
To date, about 25 Vehicles had been registered as 
SGCV.  Once authenticated, SGCV vehicles are awarded 
a special badge that can be displayed on the vehicle.  

Mel Carson of the Charlotte Hornet’s Nest Region 

discussed the planning and coordination their Region 
does to hold their Spring and Fall meets at the Lowes 
Motor Speedway. Mel explained their process of laying 
out the vendor spaces on “staking day”.  Hornet’s Nest 
even  has full time staff to help plan and run their events.  
Their planning is a year around activity that requires par-
ticipation of many members of their Region.  The Hor-
net’s Nest Region was interested in ideas about how to 
improve their events.    

At noon, a sandwich lunch with cake and banana 
pudding  for desert was served at the Ramada Inn Res-
taurant.  A repeat visit from Carnut the Magnificent was 
the entertainment.  The good news is Carnut  is still di-
vining the “correct”  answer to sealed questions.  The 
bad news is the questions have not improved.   

After lunch Jim Ford, who is a crash investigator, led 
a  discussion  about  the new NC traffic laws.  He has 

NC Region Annual Meeting, Burlington, NC January 10-11 
Denny Oestreich 
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been trying  to discuss the new laws for three years.  
His discussions have always led to a question and opin-
ion session about driving and drivers in NC.  This year 
he actually got to discuss three new laws including  the 
laws about “license plate frames” and the “no texting 
while driving.” These were active discussions.   

A NC Region membership meeting was held in the 
afternoon. The Region treasury is sound and plans are 
in place for the 2011 NC Region events and Car Shows. 
A new event will be added this year: a Co-Region tour 
to VIR is being planned for November 5, 2011.  

Region awards were presented.  Awards received 
by Triangle Chapter members included: Riley Reiner, 
Newsletter Award for contributing to every NC Region 

issue this year; Cecil Bozarth, Fred Rossi Award for the 
Best Classic Car at an NC Region event (‘40 Lincoln 
Zephyr); Fred Harley, Herb Payne Award Best Pre-
1925 vehicle; Dan Fuccella, Dave Hinkle Award for 
Outstanding Region Contribution (leading the team  
that prepared new member recruiting material).   

The meeting was called to order on January 20, 2011 at 2 
pm by Triangle Chapter President, Don Aikin. 
Membership 
Fred Harley presented a membership report and treas-
urer’s report. Membership currently stands at 93 families 
with seven (7) still owing 2011 dues.  Four families de-
clined to renew their membership for 2011. 
Treasury 
The treasury balance is sound.  Members can contact Fred 
Harley for details.  
Property 
Bob Monkovich showed the board the really nice note-
book he has assembled which lists all of the chapter’s 
property, complete with photo documentation and serial 
nos. etc., where appropriate.   Some of the items need val-
ues assigned, the biggest item being the Take-A-Part-T 
and its “accessories”.  Riley and Fred offered to come up 
with a value for Bob. 
Information from Members  
Jack Agayoff suggested that we not host the NC Region 
Spring Meet every other year, which seems to becoming a 
pattern.  The board generally agreed that this was not nec-
essarily in our best interest from the perspective of attract-
ing potential new members and also would tend to dis-
courage other chapters from hosting the meet.  Rather 
than establish a strict policy (i.e., every 3rd year, etc.), the 
board opted to make the decision on a year-by-year basis. 
Jack also suggested adding a day tour and Take-A-Part-T 
demo at (Tom Fitzgerald’s), which the board scheduled 
for September 10th. 
2011 Calendar of Events 
The Board established a Calendar of Events for 2011, 
with some dates still needing to be finalized. 
1. Chili Cook-Off                 March 6     
                                              Stag Club, Raleigh 
2. Triangle Chapter Meet     May 7   
                                              Oak View Park, Raleigh 
3. Ice Cream Social              July TBD     
                                              John and Nancy Hartley’s 
4. Watermelon Social           August TBD   
                                              Joe & Sybol Daniel 
5. Tour to Tom Fitzgerald's  September   
                                              Near Clayton, NC 
6. Heritage Days Display     October 12             
                                              Oak View Park 
7. Chick-Fil-A Display         November 12    
                                              Capital Crossing Shopping 
                                              Center   

Triangle Chapter Board Meeting 
By Don Aikin 
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(Continued from page 4) 

the AACA National meeting in Feb. and will share 
expenses.  Call Mike at 851-6726.  

11. Dan Fuccella mentioned that Kate Stakes has died 
recently.   She was a good friend of member Chuck 
Elms and she has participated in club events with 
him on various occasions.  

12. Rob and Barbara Van Dewoestine made an inter-
esting presentation on the 2010 ACD Club Reunion 
featuring Duesenbergs.   This show, with nearly 100 
Duesenbergs that run in the $1,000,000 each cate-
gory, was very unique and included drag racing on 
an air strip!   Thanks, Rob and Barb.   

 



Take-A-Part T Events 
1. Modecai City Park                April TBD 
2. NC Region Meet             April 
3. Triangle Show                 May 7th 
4. Tom Fitzgerald’s             September 10 
5. Heritage Days                 October TBD                                                                
 
Trophies 
After a discussion of using a wooden plaque based trophy 
similar to the ones used at the NC Region Spring Meet in 
2009 vs. making trophies from scratch utilizing Mike Pe-
terson’s concept, the board finally arrived at a simplified 
version of Mike’s idea, which we believe will eliminate 
some of the more serious fabrication challenges.  Bob 
Gault volunteered to build a prototype and Don Aikin 
will create a CAD model from which we can have part 
drawings to make the trophies.  All agreed that making the 
trophies for our meets is an important contribution to the 
fiscal soundness of our chapter. 
Committees 

Spring Meet:  We have some unusual circumstances for 
our meet this year in that a number of key personnel 
who have handled specific duties in years past will be 
either traveling, have health issues, etc.  The board 
agreed that I should work with Marv Gage to be sure 
we have “back ups” in place to carry out the various 
tasks required to have a successful show. 
Meeting Locations:  The board authorized me to appoint 
a committee to study alternate locations for the chapter’s 
monthly dinner meetings.  I will appoint this committee 
in the near future with the assignment to study multiple 
locations, consider rotating locations and alternate meet-
ing nights.  I expect to have this issue resolved before 
we re-start dinner meetings in September. 

Donations: 
The board agreed that we not make a contribution to 

the NC Region or National AACA Scholarship funds at 
this point.  Should one or both of these groups make a re-
quest, the board will discuss the issue at that time. 

Don informed the board that the Golden Corral where 
we currently meet in Cary has an annual fund raiser for the 
Children’s Miracle Network and asks their regular group 
meeting customers to participate.  Most likely, this would 
involve a display at the Golden Corral sometime in March.  
I will check with National on insurance issues, since this is 
an event for a specific charity, which may run afoul of Na-
tional By-Laws. 
The Meeting was then adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Don Aikin, President 

    Here is a reprint of Mike Soehnlein’s obituary 
with some added information .  

Capt. Mike Soehnlein, 65, died on 
February 1, 2011 after a lengthy 
battle with cancer. A memorial ser-
vice was held at Cremation Society 
of the Carolinas, 2205 E. Millbrook 
Road, on Saturday, February 5 at 
2:00 PM. A reception followed. 
   Mike is survived by his wife, 
Jean, “daughters” Sadie & Chris-
tina Hardin of Raleigh and his 
mother, Ramona of Greensboro.  

He was preceded in death by his father, Michael G. 
Soehnlein. He has many cousins living in Wisconsin 
who are very dear to him.  He is also survived by 
brother-in-law, Bill Compton and his wife, Barbara of 
Spencer. 
     Mike is a 1967 graduate of U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy at Kings Point and after retirement from sail-
ing for Lykes SS Lines.  Mike received two master de-
grees from Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Mike 
and Jean shared a love for antique cars, camping in their 
VW, and just enjoying life together. He was a member 
of Hiram 40 Masonic Lodge. 

Mike was an active member of  the AACA Triangle 
Chapter  where he served as Legislative Liaison work-
ing with the City of Raleigh and the State of NC ad-
dressing antique auto taxes, parking, licenses and titles. 
Mike provided the organization and storage of the 
Chapter’s car show supplies and the Take-A-Part T.  In 
the NC Region, Mike served as a member of the Board 
and  was a Past President.  We will certainly miss him.   

In lieu of flowers/plants, the family has requested 
donations may be made to the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. 

In what year was the 15  millionth car built by: 
Ford                                Cadillac 
Chevrolet                       Jeep 
Pontiac                           Buick 
Dodge                            Volkswagon 
Mercedes                        Plymouth                  

 I do not have the answer so, please let me know if you 
know even one of the answers. 

Puzzle and Quiz 
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Remembering Mike Soehnlein 



A A C A  T R A I A N G L E  

C H A P T E R   

 

Denny  Oestreich 

8809 O’Neal Rd 

Raleigh, NC 27613 

February 14, 2011 Issue 

‘35 Chevrolet  - Joe Ledford ‘63 Ford - Jim Schreiber   

‘66 Dodge - John Hartley ‘39 Plymouth - Leo Calvin 


